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 “That’s how amazing they are…”  

Nichol Haw’s sentences often start with a compli-

ment when talking about the food services team. 

“We serve over 1300 lunches and 900 breakfasts 

daily,” she pauses for a moment before finishing 

her thought, “and my team of 11 makes this task 

look easy because they are amazing at their jobs.” 

 “Families rely on us as partners, to take care of 

their children when they are at school.”  Nichol 

Haw takes this responsibility very seriously knowing 

that some students’ only meals come during the 

school day. Her team also knows this reality far too 

well, having been in the district, feeding our stu-

dents, some for as long as 28 years.  

 On top of overseeing the preparation of all 

these meals, Nichol rolled out a digital app at the 

start of the year that provides parents with accu-

rate, timely information. Along with this rollout, 

new menu items have been introduced district 

wide. Last week, an Asian bowl was on the menu at 

NMHS, resulting in a long line up at Bulldog Café.  

 Over at Belfair Elementary, while preparing a tray 

of smiley fries, Cindy Kastli shares, “We love our stu-

dents.” From the faces of the children carrying their 

plates full of smiles, the feeling is obviously mutual. 
 

ALL NMSD STUDENTS EAT FREE:  
The Community Enhancement Program (CEP) ensures breakfast and lunch are free for all NMSD students.  

Thank you to our Food Services 

Department for the smiles you put 

on our students’ faces each day 

feeding them and keeping them 

healthy. We appreciate all you do! 
NMHS: Michelle Johnson, Carrie Clark, Cara Corliss, 

Shelly Hipple, Michelle Milat 

Hawkins: Teri Kunick, Cindy Jackson 

Belfair, Kim Hoang, Peggy McQuillan, Cindy Kastli 

Sand Hill: Tracy Spurlock, Cheryl West, Michelle Walker 
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The Rosenbach Report 

I am so proud of our students, families, district staff and administrators. The return to school was seamless! 
The first month is now under our belts and we are looking ahead to all the goals we have set and the mile-
stones we plan to achieve.  

My goal in launching this newsletter is to create another way for us all to stay connected and to keep you 
informed of what is happening around NMSD. But the intent is also to use it as a space for celebrating North 
Mason and the people that make our district run so smoothly. That means staff, administrators, students, fami-
lies, community and volunteers. Without all of you, we could not perform this important work of supporting 
our students.  

Please read below on how to become one of our district volunteers. I encourage you to click on the links to 
submit your application. We value all of our volunteers, and will be using this space in future issues to highlight 
the people behind the scenes that contribute to the success of our district. 
 
Thank you for being part of our tomorrow!  

Dana Rosenbach  
Remember 
when… 
How many of us remember hav-

ing a “Room Mother,” back in 

the day?” They would come in 

to the grade school to assist 

with art projects, help with scis-

sors and anything else the 

teacher might need. Today, 

with PTAs and other parent 

organizations, people may not 

realize that the need for volun-

teers still exist.  

Not sure how to help out? Call 

your school office and ask how 

to get involved. Q: How do I volunteer for NMSD? 

Complete the Volunteer Background Check 
 
Complete the Vendor Volunteer Background Check 
 
• After your background check is successful you 

will be notified via email from SafeVisitor.  
• Bring your driver's license or military ID, to the 

front office at the school where you want to vol-
unteer. 

• Provide proof of covid vaccination or medical 
exemption form. 

• Your NMSD volunteer status is good for 2 years 
from date of clearance. You will automatically be 
notified via email when your application is near-
ing expiration and will need to be removed.  

All new volunteers should be familiar with 
NMSD's Volunteer Handbook. (manual de voluntariado espanol) 
 
Volunteers must also be familiar with the school district’s bullying 
policy and procedure, including staff roles and responsibilities, how 
to monitor common areas, and the use of the district’s Incident Re-
porting Form. Click here for the district Policy, Procedure and OSPI 
Frequently Asked Questions 

PTSA /PTSO Contact Info: 

 
Sand Hill Elementary, Meagan Gemignani-Musson & Rebecca Goff 

Belfair Elementary, Jessica Hicks 

Hawkins Middle School, James Nichols 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
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http://www.nmsd.wednet.edu/userfiles/-4/my%20files/harassment%20intimidation%20bullying%20ospi%20powerpoint-2011.pdf?id=369
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Family Engagement Activities 

• support successful 

parent/teacher confer-

ences 

• facilitate access to school 

counselor support and 

crisis intervention 

• provide support and in-

formation to families 

• connect families to im-

portant resources in our 

community 

“Family engagement refers to the sys-
tematic inclusion of families in activities 
and programs that promote children’s 
development, learning, and wellness, 
including in the planning, development, 
and evaluation of such activities,  
programs, and systems.” U.S. Department of 

Education, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Policy 
Statement On Family Engagement From The Early Years To The Early 
Grades, 2016

Staff volunteers at the NMSD booth during the PICNIC in August, 

held to promote inclusive family engagement in our community. 

Research tells us that students with engaged parents and families, are more likely to: 
• Learn to read faster (exhibit faster rates of literacy acquisition.) 
• Have higher grades and test scores. 
• Are promoted and take more challenging classes. 
• Adapt better to school and have better attendance. 
• Have better social skills and behavior. 
• Graduate.  

Email the Family Engagement 

team: 

Jennifer Johnen,  
Family Engagement/ 
Resource Coordinator 
Mateo Santiago,  
Community Program Liaison 
 

Request Form 

Family Resources Facebook Page 

 “Purposefully Integrating Culture Nurturing Inclusive Community” was the mis-

sion of the back-to-school PICNIC on August 25, 2022, held primarily as a resource 

fair to get information into the hands of our families and build engagement in the 

school community. The event incorporated music, food and drawings to encourage 

attendance. 

 Also happening that day was the Transportation Round Up, where new students 

had a chance to meet their bus drivers, discuss safety, and experience what it's like 

to be on a bus. Both events had interpreters available to support our multi-lingual 

community and materials were made available in Spanish and English. 

 Thank you to all of our volunteers, donors and community partners who made 

this a successful first event!  
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Beyond the Bulldogs... 
Alumni Stories 

It’s no surprise that NM Graduate Leah Francis ended up working at the Washington 
Interscholastic Activities Association (WIAA) having been a top athlete during her 
years at North Mason. Recruited to the University of Washington on a fastpitch schol-
arship, she was a member of the 1996 Pac-10 Championship and the 1996 national 
runner-up team. She went on to earn her Masters of Arts degree in Physical Educa-
tion and Athletic Administration from Seattle Pacific University. This led Leah to a 20 
year career coaching  softball; 15 years spent as the Head Coach at Bellevue College 
and currently as a Volunteer Assistant Coach at Western Washington University. 
 

At the WIAA, Leah is the Chief Financial Officer, developing and maintaining WIAA’s 
budgets, handling human resource issues, and overseeing accounts receivable and 
accounts payable. She also provides ticket inventories and controls for all regional 
and state events, maintains operations of the WIAA building and surrounding proper-
ties and oversees insurance and L&I issues for the organization. The (WIAA) is a pri-
vate, nonprofit 501(c)(3) service organization and rule-making body that was formed 
in 1905 to create equitable playing conditions between high school sports teams in 
Washington. 
 

What are some of your favorite memories from your time at North Mason? “Overall, 
being a part of so many great teams and getting to share the court, field and track 
with friends and family. My most vivid individual memory was winning the state jave-
lin championship my senior year as it was the last event I did as a NM Bulldog. I went 
head- to-head with a thrower that had never lost. Being able to push myself to the 
highest level possible was very rewarding and showed me what I was capable of if I 
set my mind to something.“ 
What advice would you give to NM students and athletes? “Being a high school stu-
dent and athlete can be full of highs and lows, so it's important to really cherish the 
moments you have each time you suit up. Being engaged, coachable and a great 
teammate will go a long way to help you enjoy the journey and the opportunities you 
have both now and in your future.” 
How have athletics impacted your life? “Athletics were a huge key to my ability to 
succeed off the ballfield, providing me with so many great memories and lessons. 
Athletics have been a pillar of my life. I am so thankful and grateful for the coaches, 
family and friends I have had along the way, who have supported and believed in me; 
some who know the impact they had on me, but many who don't realize just how 
much they meant to me.” 

Having trouble logging in or other computer issues? 

Our Technology Team is here to help! 

Staff: Turn off your computer, unplug it, wait 30 seconds and re-start your system. If this doesn’t resolve the 
problem, visit School Dude and put in a help desk request. School Dude can be accessed through ClassLink.  

Families: If you are having issues accessing your Skyward account or if you need to update information in the 
student portal, please contact Support. 

For feedback and to contribute story ideas for future issues, please contact: Amanda Marley-Clarke, NMSD Communications Specialist 

LEAH FRANCIS 

NMHS Class of 1994 

Soccer, Basketball, Track & 

Field and Slowpitch 

(Leah, seen here in a WIAA 
headshot from a few years 
ago, representing her school 
colors) 

 

Favorite NM Moment: 

“Winning the state jave-

lin championship senior 

year in my last event as 

a NM Bulldog…” 
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https://www.wiaa.com/subcontent.aspx?SecID=283
https://launchpad.classlink.com/nmsd
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